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latter had. Germany had become so much of a unit since 1871 that whatever special features survived in the States served merely as points of concentration and expression for sectional tendencies within the whole nation.
The question arises : in what degree could the federal structure of Bismarck's empire influence the course of the 1918 revolution and contribute to the survival of the states in Republican Germany? Preuss, one of the very few representatives of 1848 left-Liberal conceptions who retained influence in the Germany of 1918-19, deemed that that contribution was decisive. cc As distinct from the revolutions in more solid national states/3 he wrote, ee the German 1918 revolution was not accomplished at the centre, radiating from there to the peripheries. Rather it followed the opposite course, from the peripheries to the centre. In any case it was a highly decentralised revolution : 25 individual miniature revolutions corresponded to the traditional existence of 25 individual states, and thus the existence of these states was transferred into the new order of things. Everywhere the new rulers settled down first of all in the State governments, and such de facto possession is of the highest importance, especially in revolutionary times. The new jure revolutions state governments immediately considered themselves, in relation to the Federation, as the legal successors of their jure divino predecessors, and their attitude was supported by considerable sections of the local population ".1
It is worth while dwelling somewhat critically on this judgment by the framer of the Weimar Constitution on the historical conditions of his task. The first part of the statement just quoted, regarding the decentralised character of the 1918 German revolution, is beyond discussion, although Preuss's critical attitude towards this fact would hardly be shared by most German democrats. Engels, whose opinions about French centralisation we have already seen, would have found in the very fact that there was a plurality of revolutionary centres, and that the periphery acted without waiting for the permission of the centre, a proof of the democratic strength of the movement. So certainly did most of those German left-wingers who, in underground publications during the war, had put forward the slogan " one Great German Republic ",2 as the strongest expression of their opposition to the existing dynastic state of things. But the desire to
1 op. cit., 1928, p. 158.
2  See the documents reprinted in Drahn-Leonhardt, also R. Luxemburg, op. cit.